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This Week in NYC 


Plans to re-open Wildcat 
Aug 7 after a nine week layoff to 
allow Lucille Ball to recuperate 
from recent illness were cancel - 
led by producers Michael Kidd and 
N.Richard Nash, They blamed 
Local 802 of the musicians union's 
"exorbitant demand" to pay full 
salary to the 26 musicians for 
the entire nine weeks at a total 
cost of more than $50, 000. While 
the union claims it merely wants 
the producers to live up to their 
contract. Band members were 
paid during show's three week Dec 
lay-off, also due to Ball's illness, 
Production which cost $327,000 
employs 150 cast and staff, 


Plays 


Shows that closed include-- 
A Call on Kuprin after 12 perform- 
ances at a loss of $200,000, and 
Big Fish Little Fish after 102 ... 
The Devil's Advocate will close 
next week after ll? performances 
«ee The Miracle Worker, which is 
now giving 3 matinees per week - 
Wed, Sat, Sun-announces " Last 
Weeks"... Pal Joey extended run 
at City Center through Jul 2...An 
Evening with Mike Nichols and 
Elaine May to close Jul 1, It gave 
a benefit Jun ll for CORE- Free- 
dom Riders, 


A Man of All Seasons due 

Nov 22 at ANTA with Paul Scofield, 
Leo McKern, George Ross of Lon- 
don cast, directed by Noel Willman 
«e+ The Complaisant Lover due Nov 
1 at Barrymore with Michael Red- 
grave, Googie Withers, staged by 
Glen Byam Shaw. 


Players 


Denis Quilly of British casi 
replaced understudy Stuart Damon , 
Irma La Douce... Philip Bosco, who 


falls in tub nightly, returned to Donny- 


brook! after two week virus infect- 
ion, Bruce McKay subbed,., George 
S, Kaufman, 71 and Robert Griffith, 54 
died of heart attacks, 


NYC Calendar 


The Red Eye of Love-Living 
Theatre (530-6th Av) 6712. Arnold 
Weinstein-John Wulp present new 
play byWeinstein, directed by Wulp 
with Jane Romano, Michael Vale, 


The Billy Barnes People - 
Royale 6/13, John Pool- Joe Landis 
present new musical revue which 
just concluded 24 weeks at Las Pal- 
mas Theatre, Los Angeles, Music 
& Lyrics by Barnes, sketches & 
direction by Bob Rodgers with Joyce 
Jameson, Patti Regan, Ken Berry, 


A Fig Leaf in Her Bonnet- 
Gramercy Arts ( 138 B27) 6/ 14, 
Marilyn Thornson-Carlo Salmaggi 
present new comedy about George 
Bernard Shaw & Mrs Patrick Cam- 
pbell directed by Basil Langton , 
with Henderson Forsythe, Claudia 
Morgan, 


American Shakespeare Fest- 
ival, Stratford, Conn--As You Like 
It- 6/15, directed by Word Baker... 
Macbeth-6/16 directed by Jack Lan- 


dau, Company includes Jessica Tan- 


dy, Kim Stanley, Pat Hingle, Hiram 
Sherman, 


Broadway Business 


Variety reports drop in 
business for most shows with only 
two sellouts-Carnival, Mary Mary. 


Award Dept 


$500 Lola D'Annunzio Award 
presented toEdward Albee for ''Sus- 
tained Accomplishments in Original 
Playwrighting". Special citation also 
given to William Ball for "creative 
direction" of Under Milk Wood and 


Ivanov, The award was established 


five years ago by friends of the late 
Circle in the Square actress who 
died in auto crash, 


Special Events 


Commedia dell-Arte per - 
formance was given by Michael 
Alaimo and members of Varsity 
Players, Brooklyn College, at Col- 
umbus Park, Mulberry St, NYC, 


Off Broadway 


Shows that closed include-- 
An Evening with Chekhov after 61 
performances, and Hamlet after 101 
Three American Plays program to 
open week of Jun 26 at New Play- 
wrights Theatre,..Susan Slept Here 
with Joy Harmon and Alan Dale on 
Jul ll and Tender Trap with Howard 
Morris Aug 22 complete Summer 
Comedy program at 4lst St Theatre 
...The Hostages to be revived next 
season by Perry Bruskin, director 
of national company... Wendell K, 
Philips to direct Chronicles of Hell 
by Ghelderode next season, 


Theatre TV Notes 


CBS to present atwo hour 
version of The Power and the Glory 
with Laurence Olivier instead of the 
planned 90 minute tape. New cost is 
$650,000... Candida with Greer Gar- 
son may be presented on NBC Hall 
of Fame...WNTA Play of the Week 
series seems doomed due to pend - 
ing sale of station, 


Theatre Record Notes 


Capitol Records signed for 
three original cast albums next sea- 
son--The Gay Life, Sail Away, and 
Kwamina. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Five Finger Exercise film 
to co-star Jack Hawkins and Rosa- 
lind Russell,,, The Playboy of the 
Western World film to star Sio- 


bhan McKenna inBritish Four Pro- 


vinces production, 
NY Shakespeare 


J.D, Cannon to portray 
"Benedick" in Much Ado About Noth- 
ing. Jul 5, Wollman Memorial, Cen- 
tral Park, 


Play Diary 


Next Week: Stratford, Ontar- 
io Shakespeare Festival- Coriolanus- 
6/19, Henry VIII 6/20, Love's Lab - 


our's Lost 6721. Paradise Island- 


Jones Beach, NY 6/22, 


— 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS TIMES 
THEATRE 

Noontide-Theatre Marquee (110 E 59) 6/1. 3 pro- 
Times, Herald Tribune, News- and 4 con- Mirror, Post, SURVEY 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- filed on How- ; 
ard Hart's adaptation of Paul Claudel's French drama , NY Times week-long survey of economic aspects of 
presented by Mary Jordan-Sam Silverberg, directed by current Broadway problems covered articles on labor by 
Paul Davis with Tani Seitz, Michael Wager, Martin Rudy, AH Raskin, theatre producers by Arthur Gelb, theatre own- 
George Morgan, Written in 1905 it was first presented ers by Lewis Funke, playwrights by Stanley Levy, stars and 
in Paris in 1948 by Jean-Louis Barrault, Affirmative directors by Milton Esterow, theatre audiences by Nan Rob- 
voters praised cast, direction and poetic language of in - ertson, and the impact of theatre on NY business by Louis 
teresting philosphical play, while negative voters blamed Calta. Following are highlights and sidelights of series! 
adaptation and/or lack of clear message in the original 
script. Pro voter Taubman, Times, recommended even- LABOR: Prospects for any voluntary surrender of 
ing of poetry and mystery performed in hushed intensity, labor practices built up over 75 years seem little brighter 
the entire cast responding perceptively to resourceful than they proved to be in the steel industry. Response of 
staging. Kerr, Herald Tribune, felt play is worth hang - union leaders to "featherbedding" charges is " hog-wash," 
ing onto for there is always another lovely line coming , «e- Producers acknowledge that unions have made a sub - 
the cast though incapable of drawing us into the heart of stantial contribution by suppressing wildcat strikes, and 
a whirlpool does very well in charting its position and they also acknowledge that many abuses are the fault of 
sounding all the storm warnings. Silver, News, enjoyed producers whose eagerness to avoid union trouble has made 
the poetic excursion into the philosophic question of life's them given in too readily, 
purpose presented moodily by a group of convincing per- 
formers. Dissenter Coleman, Mirror, panned adaptation PRODUCERS: The highly competitive, manic-de - 
as arty, mystical, pretentious, Watts, Post, also thought pressive anarchistic nature of the business has made pro- 
the adaptation may be responsible for the fatal absence of ducers reluctant to pool financial data, But one thing is 
lyric value which made it dull, hollow and muted, Post certain--the theatre is founded on economic lunacy, it 
aisle-sitter also noted that it is hard for him to say how flouts every law of good sense, TV and foreign films 
well cast played as he is far from certain what the char- have hurt Broadway, and Off Broadway has siphoned off 
acters are intended to be, McClain, Journal American , a good percentage of the young theatre audience. Producers 
vetoed it despite good performances, because the mess- who have studied the whole picture maintain that the main 
age did not get through to him, the end product is diffuse threat to Broadway is rising costs within the industry and 
and endlessly discoursive, Aston, WTS, could find noth- inefficient and sometimes unethical practices in the ranks 
ing clear, could sense virtually’ no drama or excitement, of the producers themselves, 

Diakos-Fashion Institute Playhouse (227 W 27) 6/2. OWNERS: More productivity would bring greater 
1 pro- Aston, World Telegram & Sun- filed on, Lemos employment to actors, musicians, stagehands and everyone 
Theatrical Co production in Greek of modern Greek play else in the industry, as well as greater security for the men 
by Sotiris Patatzis, The power and the poetry of the text who own the theatres, Today's owners figure a 4% return 


was apparent from the lucid translation provided by Athena over a five year operating period, 
Dallas via transistor radios . Critic hopes that play of 


Greek democracy established anew in 1821 will encourage PLAYWRIGHTS: Faster pay-offs and more investors in 
the establishment of a Greek theatre in NYC, Leading play- theatre, a great volume of productions, a better chance for 
ers and the director were praised, new writers, more plays and more good plays are the gains 


Robert Whitehead sees from the new Dramatists Guild con- 
The Tree Witch- Poet's Theatre, Loeb Drama Cen- tract...Edward Albee thinks it is morally wrong to set spec- 


ter, Cambridge, Mass 6/4. 1 pro- Taubman, Times- filed ial standards for the new writer, as the new contract urges. 

on new play by Peter Viereck, staged by Christine Denny On Broadway the playwright is the most basically expendable 

at the ll year old Poet's Theatre, now playing at new Loeb part of the commercial theatre, Albee concludes, 

Drama Center, Harvard, It is an overflowing cormucopia 

of images, plays on words, conceits, humor and bursts of STARS & DIRECTORS: High salaries for stars are 

songs; which in the theatre seems too much of a good thing. blamed’on the hit-or bust affairs of theatre, the ease of rais- 

Deborah Steinberg, a sophomore at Wellesley played the ing money when stars are signed, and the inflation in film 

leading role, ,but critic feared that despite the good will and TV fees, 

most of the players have not achieved the exacting art of 

speaking poetry beautifully. AUDIENCE: Current attendance of 8, 300,000 per 
year to the NY theatre is not disastrously low, There are 


3x4- Theatre Club ( 82 W 3) 6/5. 1 pro- Morello, fewer theatres, half of the 66 it had in 1920's. ... Brokers 
World Telegram & Sun, - for triple bill presented by Frank sell 95% of their tickets at the legal $1. 50 mark-up, and 


Antetomaso, One act plays presented are’Swan Song by only 5% at inflated "ice" prices, 

Chekhov, The Pot of Broth by Yeats and A Door by Alfred 

de Musset, adapted by director Martin Bard, Cast includes EFFECT ON BUSINESS: Restaurants, hotels and 
Art Ben Mikhail, David Cort, Sue Lawless, Marilyn Gray. ticket agencies in the Times Square area would be hard 
Program is balanced, diverting entertainment, well acted hit or put out of business if there was no Broadway theatre 
and directed, attractions, Garage owners and travel agencies would also 


be effected harshly, 


GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


SEASON SUMS,,.This has been a season of high drama in 
the NY theatre, the only problem is that none of the 
high drama has taken place on the stage, points out 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, It has taken place in Shubert 
Alley, The Mayor's office, the Author's League, Con- 
gressional hearings, Hither and yon the accusations 
fly, and the last man in is a rhinoceros, When we 
have finished asking authors for royalty cuts, we 
shall have to ask them for magnetic plays... The 
drama year was undeniably a grave disappointment, 
adds Watts, Post, But despite its share of disasters 
it also gave us some fine things; its troubles are 
more economic than artistic,,,Herald Tribune cov- 
ered 46 Broadway plays and 118 Off Broadway plays 
between May 31,1960- Jun 1,1961, 


COLUMN TIPS...New Off Broadway theatre to be build at 
Third Av & 50th St by Manny Wolf Restaurant, hears 
Sobol, Journal American,.. Doris Day and Rossano 
Brazzi may star in NY production of The Sound 
of Music, whispers McHarry,News, ~ 
LEGIT PROJECTS... Worthy theatre projects designed for 
foundations to support suggested by Coleman, Mir - 
ror, A Theatre Hall of Fame in NY could do much 
to popularize drama and its greats. Two film pro- 
ductions of NY plays made yearly, the best play and 
the best acted, Revivals of masterworks by Actors 
Equity and craft union on a year round basis at a 
B roadway house, Greats of vaudeville appearing in 
bills at Palace backed by AGVA and other vaude 
unions, 


TALENT TIP... Carol Lynley's advice on how to be come a 
star is to have luck, talent, and very often a lecher- 
ous producer, she told a Hollywood columnist, 


KAUFMAN OBITS...George S Kaufman built a long and 
brilliant career out of his gift for ridicule, As 
writer, play doctor and director he had a hand in 
the making of a joyous series of Broadway successes, 
For four decades he helped entertain Americans and 
to make them laugh at their own foibles, states the 
Times editorial... It must be a great consolation to 
know that in a long life a man has used his gifts to 
give entertainment and pleasure to so many people, 
comments Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt, Post... Show bus- 
iness will miss Kaufman, one of its abler giants , 
adds Sullivan, News. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Why doesn't someone give an 
award for acting to Sam Levene, The Devil's Advo- 
cate, who has been in the NY theatre for 35 years, 
urges Ross, Herald Tribune... Familiarity with the 
background of Hamlet increases the enjoyment of 
seeing it, but:it does not have to be interpreted to 
be understood, argues Atkinson, Times, 


SCENERY CRITIC... Filing a protest from London, Maurice 
Edelman, author of "A Call on Kuprin" novel, ex - 
pressed sorrow that Kerr, Herald Tribune, chose 
to review the scenery rather than the recent adapt- 
ation of his story. ; 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Pal Joey is a wonderfully alive, fresh revival of the 
Rodgers & Hart classic that visits NY every decade to show 
audience and authors how much fun theatre really can be, No 
one needs to be reminded of the beautiful songs in the score 
and the ultra-clever lyrics which are still topical, It is the 
outstanding character actress-singer-dancer chorus that 
really does steal the show from their very first entrance, 
and continue to romp as though the show was written just 
for them. With not another musical comedy in sight for sev- 
eral months the City Center may well have its first long run 
hit. 


* 


Noontide is an imaginative, always fascinating pro- 
duction of a somewhat vague French philosphical play that 
conveys an intense mystic spirit and is brilliantly acted and 
directed, The exact relation between Love and God as ex- 
pressed in the poetic images cannot be fathomed at a first 
viewing, but enough can be ascertained to make for an un- 
usual stimulating Off Broadway evening. 


* * 


Diakos was an ambitious , interesting Greek language 
theatre project given in the handsome Fashion Institute Play- 
house, An easy-to-follow English translation provided via 
simultaneous transistor radio helped an outsider to follow a 
very complicated plot of modern Greek independence, The 
cast of semi-professionals ranged from several excellent 
leading players to a complete waste of large crowd scenes, 
The result was a tribute to the talented producer -director- 
actor Adamantios Lemos attempt to establish a Greek lang- 
uage theatre in NYC, Such productions should be supported 
not only by the Greek speaking community of the NY area 
but by all theatre fans who are interested in world theatre, 


* * 


Probable cancellation of Wildcat due to Local 802's 
insistence that its musicians be paid for the nine week lay- 
off shows that the Dramatists Guild was really dreaming if 
they felt the time was right to ask all theatre unions to aid 
in keeping shows running until the investors are paid off, It 
is true that investor-star Lucille Ball will not go broke by 
the loss of $327,000 , It is also true that Wildcat may never 
have opened after the nine week vacation if public response 
did not warrant it. But due to the musicians sticking to the 
letter of their contract , no one will ever find out, It is ob- 
vious that contracts between producers and diverse unions 

should be detailed enough to cover every possible emergency. 


* * 


Theatre may make it yet, even if President Kennedy 
has shunned it since arriving in Washington. This week Gen 
Eisenhower attended The Unsinkable Molly Brown and Harry 
Truman attended Do Re Mi, Abroad Mrs Kennedy plans a 
trek to site of the 5th century Greek theatre and Queen Eliz- 
abeth saw the Coventry Mystery Plays at the Mermaid, Lon- 
don, 


OUTER 


. BROADWAY 


THEATRE 
LETTER 
College Theatre 


Baldwin-Wallace College , 
Berea, Ohio, Summer Theatre to 
present season of Lindsay -Crouse 
comedies, William Allman director 
ee. Queens College, Flushing, NY 
Summer Theatre to present-Death 
of a Salesman Jun 16-17, Time of 
Your Life Jul 7-8,14-15, and The 
Glass Menagerie Jul 21-22, 28-29. 
“Theatre Group pro- 

S.A, directed by Paul 
Diana Lynn, 


Two Univ of Redlands, Calif 
productions-Hamlet and Roger Will- 
iams and Mary - presented Jun ll on 
KRCA-TV(Los Angeles)... Marquette 
Univ, Milwaukee, production of Coven- 
try Mystery Cycle presented on CBS 
Look Up and Live in Jun, 


AETA Confab 


AETA convention keynote add- 
ress to be given Aug 28 by FredO'Neal 
Equity Vice President on "Theatre and 
the Human Bond," Sessions at NYC 
Waldorf Astoria meetings devoted to 
drama criticism include ''Debut" pap - 
ers on history of criticism and a ses- 
sion on "Religious Drama: The Critic 
and the Human Bond in Drama," 


Community Theatre 


The Commentator, the new 
play by Hollywood press agent Ben 
Irwin, which won first prize of $1000 
and a presentation this week at Town 
Theatre, Columbia, S, C, justified the 
six years of work devoted to it, the 
author told Hyams, Herald Tribune, 
who covered the non-professional 
production staged by Barry Knower, 


Summer Legal Dept 


NY co-producer Arthur Can- 
tor will try to halt Jul 10 presentat- 
ion of All the Way Home at Philadel- 
phia's Playhouse in the Park, which 
was scheduled prior to award time 
e«-Sal Mineo who was due to appear 
in Picnic Jun 20 at Columbua, Ohio 
to be sued for breach of contract by 
.Kenley’ Players... Molly Picon now 
on tour with A Majority of One, will 
cr will not leave the package Jul 31 
to start rehearsals for Shalom mus- 
ical due Oct 10 in NY, depending upon 
which paper you read, 


Summer Playhouses 


John Drew Theatre, East 
Hampton, NY to open season Jul 
l with Walk Alone Together new 
play by Patricia Joudrey. West 
Side Story opens 8 week Summer 
Carnival program Jul 10 at OKeefe 
Center, Toronto... Black Monday 
new play by Regi ose to be 
tested Red Barn Playhouse , 
Northport, NY Aug 29... The Int- 
erpreter new play by Erik Rudd 
to try out at Bucks County Play - 
house, New Hope, Penn Jun 26 
with Richard Kiley. 


Trip No Further, a new 
play by Monroe Stern, Englewood 
Fla, opens season of ten new plays 
Jun 29 at Pioneer Playhouse, Dan- 
ville, Ky. Shepard Traube to dir - 
ect. The Aftermath by John Cril- 
ley, NYC, to be presented Jul 6, 
directed by Irving Strouse , 


Rhinoceros with Zero Mos- 
tel to play Edgewater Beach Play- 
house, Chicago for four weeks in 
Aug and then may return to NYC 
«+. Young Abe Lincoln second com- 
pany opens tour Jun 28 at Fantasy- 
land, Gettysburg, Penn... Cinder - 
ella a revised version of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein TV musical, pre- 
sented at Musicarnival Tent Thea- 
tre, Cleveland, staged by Don Driver, 


New "Music Fair" tents at 
Chevy Chase, Md and at another site 
in NJ, to be established next sum - 
mer by Lee Guber-Frank Ford - 
Shelley Gross, for a totalof 8, 


Billion Dollar Baby 1945 
musical by Betty Compton- Adolph 
Green-Morton Gould to have first 
revival at Dallas State Fair in Aug, 
directed by Gus Schirmer, Jr...Cry 
of the Raindrop with Jenny Hecht 
Started tour of recent Off Broad - 
way production of Lonny Chapman 
play at Washington.D,C, Drama 
Center... Captain Brassbound 's 
Conversion with Siobhan McKenna 
and Zachary Scott opens at Ogunquit, 
Me, Jun 26,..Dina Merrill and Cliff 
Robertson featured in a The Voice 
of the Turtle package. 


Shakespeare 


Shakespeare Festival of 
Marlin, Calif, opens first season 
Jul 14 with A Midsummer Night 's 
Dream, directed by John Bretner, 
Performances Fri & Sat eves, and 
Sat mats, 


Road Shows 


National Repertory Theatre 
productions of Mary Stuart and Eliz- 
abeth the Queen tour opens Oct 12 
in Princeton, NJ with Faye Emerson 
and Eva Le Gallienne..,Do You Know 
the Milky Way long distance tryout 
tour after Vancouver, B,C, Festival 
debut Aug 18 includes Seattle Sept 4 
and San Francisco Sept ll. Walter 
Slezak and Hal Holbrook featured, 
Herbert Berghof director of Roger 
Stevens-Ninon Tallon Karlweis pro- 
duction due inNY in fall, 


London 


The Kitchen a new play by 

Arnold Wesker to be presented Jun 
19 by English Stage Co at Belgrade, 
Coventry... Becket with Chris topher 
Plummer, Eric Porter opens Jul ll 
at Aldwych... The Vision of Simone 
Machard by Brecht opened at Unity 
«+The Lord Chamberlain Regrets 
skit on Mrs John Kennedy censored 
by London's Lord Chamberlain . 


US Repertory 


Sen Javits (R-NY) and Law- 
rence Langer, Theatre Guild, defend- 
ed $1500 weekly salary paid to Helen 
Hayes . Both stated that corrected 
figure is less than 1/3 star's usual 
salary and that she turned down film 
offers to make Theatre Guild-Amer- 
ican Repertory Company tour. 


Europe 


Kiss Me Kate in French 
opens at Brussel's Theatre de la 
Monnaie Jun 15 with Paul Anrieu 
and Dora Neri, both stars of the 
Brussels Opera House, 


Current Road Tours 


Bye Bye Birdie-Philharm- 


nic, Los Angeles 6/5 


Flower Drum Song- O Keefe, 
Toronto 


Gypsy- Shubert, Chicago 5/29 


"CD" digests all theatre 
material in the 2100 pages 
of 7 NY daily papers of 
the preceding week," CD" 
subscribers are invited 

to inquire further for 
more specific data on cur- 
rent reviews, back reviews 
and out-of-town tryout re- 
views via mail, phone or 
drop by for coffee and 
facts when in NYC, 
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